[Differences in the pattern of iron accumulation in primary and secondary hemochromatosis. Diagnostic importance and clinical consequences].
In secondary haemochromatosis up to fourfold higher amounts of iron are tolerated in the organism than in primary (hereditary) haemochromatosis. This is connected with the marked iron storage of macrophages in secondary iron overloading, which is relatively without any dangers. In primary haemochromatosis, however, a relative insufficiency of storage of extrahepatic macrophages can be observed for iron, a fact which favours a premature parenchymatous iron storage leading to organ lesions. Because of the discrepant behaviour of macrophages characteristic, diagnostically relevant differences will occur in the pattern of iron storage in the bone-marrow, spleen and small intestine between primary and secondary haemochromatosis.